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The author has noted that such children can have limited ability for character judgements. Other children will
know which children are not good role models and should be avoided. The child with Asperger_s Syndrome
can be somewhat naive in character judgements and prone to be attracted to and imitate children who may not
demonstrate good friendship skills.

Another aspect of this stage is atendency to be possessive in friendships with an intensity that can eventually
be intolerable to their chosen friend. They may not understand that the friend is a free agent who sometimes
wants to play with other children and may refuse an invitation to play. When these situations occur the child
with Asperger_s Syndrome may refuse any further contact with the person whom they perceive as having
broken therigid social rule that afriend will always play with you. A child with Asperger s Syndrome said,
_Hecan _t play with me one day and then other friends another day _ that wouldn_t be atruefriend .
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be a vehement denial that they have any difficulties. When the subject of friendship is bought up at home or
school the child is adamant that they have similar friendshipsto their peers. We do not know if thisisa
reflection of their lack of an accurate perception of the nature of their peers friendships or an attempt to
convince themselves, more than others that they are successful. This denial or arrogance can be impenetrable.

Another reaction was explained by the author_s sister-in-law, _The fact is, no one likes others to know their


http://www.yetanothercommunitysystem.com/

Aspergers: Friendship skllls

feelings. The different way of thinking can include an advanced method of visualisation that meansin

educational terms, a picture is worth athousand words. However, as Daniel described, in his mind he has a

picture but not the thousand words. The person with Asperger_s Syndrome does experience emotions that

would be relevant to include aco d (p co re but not thvocabularwayr eloqurienct taco yhetse (feelinat) Tj ET Q g O.
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